
 
 
 

Chinese policies increase risk of climate emergency for Tibetan nomads, 

UN panel says 

 

 

 

 

Tibet, a climate change epicenter featured in the IPCC report 

https://savetibet.org/chinese-policies-increase-risk-of-climate-emergency-for-tibetan-nomads-un-panel-says
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2 A Reuters article citing Xinhua news states that temperatures in the northeastern region of Qinghai have been 
rising three times the global average. See Reuters, ‘Temperatures significantly rise on China’s Qinghai-Tibetan 
Plateau – state media’, October 27, 2018, http://news.trust.org/item/20181027095547-rzfx1/. 
3 International Campaign for Tibet report, ‘Blue Gold from the Highest Plateau: Tibet’s Water and Global Climate 
Change’, December 8, 2015, https://savetibet.org/new-report-reveals-global-significance-of-tibet/ 
4 The IPCC report states: “Vulnerability of pastoral systems to climate change is very high (high confidence). 
Pastoralism is practiced in more than 75% of countries by between 200 and 500 million people, including nomadic 
communities, transhumant herders, and agro-pastoralists. Impacts in pastoral systems include lower pasture and 
animal productivity, damaged reproductive function, and biodiversity loss. Pastoral system vulnerability is 
exacerbated by non-climate factors.” 
5 The report states: “Projected impacts. The impacts of climate change on global rangelands and livestock have 
received comparatively less attention than the impacts on crop production. Projected impacts on grazing systems 
include changes in herbage growth (due to changes in atmospheric CO2 concentrations and rainfall and 
temperature regimes) and changes in the composition of pastures and in herbage quality,  as well as direct impacts 
on livestock. Droughts and high temperatures in grasslands can also be a predisposing factor for fire occurrence 
(IPCC 2012).  Net primary productivity, soil organic carbon, and length of growing period. There are large 
uncertainties related to grasslands and grazing lands (Erb et al. 2016), especially in regard to net primary 
productivity (NPP). (Chapter Five, 5.2.2.2 Impacts on livestock production systems). 
6 Unfortunately the IPCC report misrepresents Emily Yeh’s research by linking the privatization of rangeland to 
emergency aid. In an email communication received by ICT on August 9 (2019), Emily Yeh said: “We do not say that 
emergency aid has privatized communal rangeland, rather we show how privatized pastures has, in conjunction 
with other factors such as decreased labor availability, increased vulnerability to livestock loss from snowstorms 
despite other measures that one would otherwise expect to decrease vulnerability.” 
7 Sedentarisation of Tibetan nomads in China: Implementation of the Nomadic settlement project in the Tibetan 
Amdo area; Qinghai and Sichuan Provinces https://pastoralismjournal.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/2041-
7136-1-4 



                                                      
8 Global warming reaches Tibet; extreme weather on plateau 
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/world/Global-warming-reaches-Tibet-extreme-weather-on-
plateau/article20740057.ece 
9 ‘Tibetan Pastoralists’ Vulnerability to Climate Change: A Political Ecology Analysis of Snowstorm Coping Capacity’ 
by  Emily T. Yeh & Yonten Nyima & Kelly A. Hopping & Julia A. Klein, Human Ecology (2014) 42:61–74 DOI 
10.1007/s10745-013-9625-5, published online on November 13, 2013 at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kelly_Hopping/publication/263190282_Tibetan_Pastoralists%27_Vulnerabil
ity_to_Climate_Change_A_Political_Ecology_Analysis_of_Snowstorm_Coping_Capacity/links/57bf864108aed246b
0f7d7df/Tibetan-Pastoralists-Vulnerability-to-Climate-Change-A-Political-Ecology-Analysis-of-Snowstorm-Coping-
Capacity.pdf 
10 Mudslide blocks Sichuan-Tibet highway 
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201807/11/WS5b45bcbaa310796df4df5d11.html 
11 International Campaign for Tibet blog, ‘2019 Severe Snow Disaster in Dzatoe, Tibet’, by Rinchen Tashi, posted 
March 15, 2019, https://weblog.savetibet.org/author/rinchen-t/ 
12 ‘Tibet: Nomads caught between climate change and ‘conservation’, Minority Rights Group, ‘Minority and 
Indigenous Trends 2019’, https://minorityrights.org/tibet-nomads/ 



Tibet’s fast-melting glaciers—and the impacts 

Food security and land tenure: Why settlement of nomads isn’t the 

answer 

                                                      
13 A Bounty of New Lakes on the Tibetan Plateau,  Huazhong Ren, from Peking University, and his colleagues have 
been studying changes in Tibetan Plateau lakes, https://landsat.gsfc.nasa.gov/a-bounty-of-new-lakes-on-the-
tibetan-plateau/ 
14 Qinghai Science and Technology Weekly, ‘The second Qinghai-Tibet scientific study had completed the 
examination of 10 lakes in Tibet’July 31, 2019, http://www.cnepaper.com/qhkjb/html/2019-
07/31/content_2_3.htm 
15 Chinese scientists launch survey on depth of major lake in Tibet http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-
07/23/c_138251778.htm. 
16 ‘Understanding the lakes of the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau’), February 23, 2018, 
http://news.sciencenet.cn/sbhtmlnews/2018/2/332460.shtm?id=332460 
17 Tibet3 website in Tibetan, posted August 8, 2019, https://ti.tibet3.com/news/tibet/xz/2019-08-08/40597.html 
18 Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Mission to the People’s Republic of China from 15 to 23 
December 2010 Beijing, 23 December 2010, Preliminary Observations and Conclusions, 
http://www.srfood.org/images/stories/pdf/officialreports/de-schutter-china-statement.pdf, page 4. 
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19 International Campaign for Tibet report, ‘Mass migration program highlights contested nomads’ resettlement 
policies in Tibet’, June 21, 2018, https://savetibet.org/mass-migration-program-highlights-contested-nomads-
resettlement-policies-in-tibet 
20 Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Mission to the People’s Republic of China from 15 to 23 
December 2010 Beijing, 23 December 2010, Preliminary Observations and Conclusions, 
http://www.srfood.org/images/stories/pdf/officialreports/de-schutter-china-statement.pdf, pages 4-5. 
21 See Gabriel Lafitte, ‘Inventing the Green Rice Bowl’, blog at www.rukor.org posted on August 3, 2019. 
22 See, e.g., Communication by the United Nations Mandates of the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural 
rights; and the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment, AL CHN 16/2018, from July 27, 2018, on a reported access bans to the 
UNESCO protected natural reserve of Hoh Xil. 
23 The UN Human Rights Council in Geneva adopted this resolution on climate change and human rights in July 
(2015). See report at Climate Change News, July 6, 2015 
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2015/07/06/climate-change-is-a-matter-of-human-rights-agrees-un/ 
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24 It has been characterized as the “Greater Asian Water-Shed” – see Earth Economics, 
http://eartheconomics.org/Page76.aspx. A watershed is “that area of land, a bounded hydrologic system, within 
which all living things are inextricably linked by their common water course and where, as humans settled, simple 
logic demanded that they become part of a community.” (John Wesley Powell, scientist geographer, cited by the 
United States Environment Protection Agency: http://water.epa.gov/type/watersheds/whatis.cfm). 


