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FROM ICT PRESIDENT TENCHO GYATSO

Cover Image: Participants of Tibet Lobby Day pictured with Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi, Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA),  Rep. Betty McCollum 
(D-MN), and former Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen gather before attending Tibet Alive at the Capitol Visitors Center.

Dear Friend,

This issue of Tibet Watch went to print on the heels of a tremendous outpouring 
of support for Tibet during our 2024 Tibet Lobby Day events in Washington, DC 
as well as the 65th anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising on March 10, 
which was recognized around the world. 

In our feature story on pages 4-5, you can read about the record-breaking num-
ber of participants who came to DC, many of whom spent three days both lobby-
ing political leaders on Capitol Hill and honoring the past 65 years of the Tibet 
movement. We are so grateful for each and every supporter who participated, 
whether in person or virtually from home.

These events sent a clear message to China: the Tibetan people will never give 
up until China’s occupation comes to an end. This year’s lobbying focus was 
the Resolve Tibet Act, which calls on China to return to the negotiating table.  
It passed the House with broad, bipartisan support in February and is now being 
reviewed in the Senate. 

A petition on page 11 asks for your help in calling on US Senators to take this 
crucial bill to its next phase of passage. I hope you’ll complete and return that 
petition as soon as possible. 

Elsewhere in these pages, you can read about positive developments at the UN 
Periodic Review of China, with an unprecedented number of UN member states 
raising China’s oppression in Tibet (page 6). ICT has also released a new report 
about two large-scale policy initiatives by the CCP—rural revitalization and na-
tional parks—that are resulting in a tightening grip on Tibet (page 9). 

I hope you’ll also take a look at this year’s Rowell Fund for Tibet grantees, with 
some extremely promising projects that span women’s health, Tibetan art, and 
more (page 10). 

You’ll find beautiful photos of Losar celebrations at ICT headquarters and the 
State Department on page 7. Don’t miss some interesting new print and digital 
media on Tibet highlighted on page 9, and a special welcome for our new staff 
member Tsejin Khando on page 10. 

Before you close these pages, let me remind you to lend your voice to the peti-
tion on page 11, which will help us push for passage of the Resolve Tibet Act in 
the Senate. 

From all of us at ICT – wishing you a peaceful and prosperous year of the Wood 
Dragon, and thank you for all you do to support the Tibet movement!

In solidarity,

Tencho Gyatso
President
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This March brought a tremendous 
wave of Tibet support to Washing-
ton, DC, and cities around the world. 

To mark the 65th anniversary of the 
historic Tibetan National Uprising of 
March 10, 1959, Tibetan Americans 
and Tibet supporters rallied outside 
China’s embassy in the US capital, 
then marched through the streets 
chanting “China out of Tibet now!” 
and “Long live the Dalai Lama!” on 
their way to the White House.

The next day, March 11, many of 
those same advocates took part in 
a record-setting Tibet Lobby Day 
on Capitol Hill, meeting with mem-
bers of the House and Senate to 
urge their support for US legislation 
on Tibet.

65 YEARS OF TIBETAN 
RESISTANCE & RESILIENCE:
Tibet Lobby Day & the 65th Anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising

“ Over the last more than 60 years of our living in exile, host India and its people, the United 
States of America, and Europe, as well as governments and peoples in other parts of the 
world, besides various groups and organizations as well as private individuals, have extended 
support and provided help and relief for Tibet and the Tibetan people. To all of them, I take 
the opportunity provided by this solemn occasion to express our heartfelt gratitude.”

– Statement from the Tibetan Parliament in Exile on the 65th Anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising

That very day, a new bipartisan piece 
of legislation condemning China’s 
mass arrest of peaceful Tibetan pro-
testors and reaffirming the House’s 
support for the Tibetan people’s right 
to self-determination was introduced 
by two members of the House, Rep. 
Jim McGovern (D-MA) and Rep. 
Young Kim (R-CA).

That evening, several members of 
Congress and other US and Tibetan 
leaders attended a special event 
cohosted by The Office of Tibet and 
ICT called “Tibet Alive,” recognizing 
65 years of resistance and resilience 
by the Tibetan people.

The next day, March 12, advocates 
continued Tibet Lobby Day events 
with several more meetings with 

senators and representatives, bring-
ing the total number of meetings to 
nearly 100 and adding an exclama-
tion point to a remarkable three days 
of Tibet support on Capitol Hill.
ICT helped organize the week’s 
events alongside other Tibet groups. 
President Tencho Gyatso said:

“These past few days in Washington 
have sent strong messages. For the 
US government, the message was 
that Tibetan Americans appreciate 
their support and want them to pass 
new legislation to help peacefully 
resolve China’s oppression in Tibet. 
For the Tibetan people, the message 
was that Congress will continue to 
support their just cause.”

“For China, the message was loud 
and clear: Congress wants the Chi-
nese government to get back to the 
negotiating table with Tibetan lead-
ers, and even after 65 years, the Ti-
betan people will never let go of their 
resistance and resilience until China’s 
occupation of Tibet comes to an end.”

TIBET LOBBY DAY
The energy of the March 10 activ-
ism fed into an unprecedented Tibet 
Lobby Day in Washington.
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to each and every supporter who 
participated in the Lobby Day events 
and the anniversary of the Tibetan 
National Uprising. Together we can 
make a difference!

The event, organized annually by 
ICT, brought a record number of 
more than 200 Tibetan Americans 
and Tibet supporters to Capitol Hill 
for meetings with senators, represen-
tatives, and Congressional staff. An 
additional 2,735 supporters partici-
pated virtually by submitting online 
petitions to their lawmakers.

Lobby Day participants met directly 
with Sens. Todd Young (R-IN), Jeff 
Merkley (D-OR), Mike Braun (R-IN), 
Jack Reed (D-RI), and Tina Smith (D-
MN); Speaker Emerita Pelosi; Reps. 
Jim McGovern (D-MA), Don Beyer (D-
VA), Joe Courtney (D-CT), Raja Krish-
namoorthi (D-IL), and Grace Meng (D-
NY); and nearly 100 Congressional 
offices in total.

During their discussions, participants 
asked the Congressional leaders to 
support and pass the Resolve Tibet 
Act in the Senate and get it signed 
into law. This bipartisan bill, which 
passed the House in February, will 
pressure the Chinese government to 
renew dialogue with Tibetan leaders 
to reach a negotiated agreement on 
Tibet’s status.

Lobby Day participants also asked 
Congress to support the Tibetans 
protesting in eastern Tibet against a 
hydropower dam project that would 
reportedly force residents of two vil-
lages to abandon their homes and 
lead to the destruction of six Bud-
dhist monasteries containing murals 
that are centuries old.

As Lobby Day proceeded, two mem-
bers of the House—Rep. Jim Mc-
Govern (D-MA) and Rep. Young Kim 
(R-CA)—heeded the call by introduc-

ing a resolution titled, “Recognizing 
the 65th anniversary of the Tibetan 
Uprising Day of March 10, 1959, and 
condemning human rights violations 
related to the hydropower dam con-
struction project in Derge.”

The bipartisan resolution demands 
the immediate release of a thousand 
protestors detained arbitrarily by Chi-
na and calls on the Biden administra-
tion to urge Chinese authorities to halt 
the dam project unless China takes 
local Tibetans’ views into account.

In addition, the resolution recognizes 
the 65th anniversary of the Dalai 
Lama’s escape into exile and con-
firms the House’s “longstanding sup-
port for the human rights, including 
the right of self-determination, of the 
Tibetan people.”

TIBET ALIVE
A special event at the Capitol Visi-
tors Center inside the US Capitol on 
the evening of March 11 gave Tibet-
an Americans and Tibet supporters 
the chance to look back on the past 
65 years of the Tibet movement.

“Tibet Alive: 65 Years of Resistance 
and Resilience” chronicled the past 
six-and-a-half decades of Tibetan 
history inside Tibet and in exile. The 
event, organized by the Office of 
Tibet and ICT, featured tributes to 
different eras.

Tenzin Namgyal Tethong, former 
chairman of the Tibetan Kashag 
(cabinet), former representative of 
the Office of Tibet in New York and 
the founding president of ICT, spoke 
about the events leading up to and 

following the 1959 Tibetan Uprising. 
Afterward, John Ackerly, another for-
mer ICT president and current board 
member, addressed empowering 
the Tibetan diaspora through de-
mocracy and international support 
between 1960 and 1989.

Next, Elsie Walker, former ICT Direc-
tor of Development, Founding Board 
Member of Tibet House and long 
time friend of His Holiness and Tibet, 
talked about increasing global sup-
port and reconnection with Tibet in 
the 1990s. ICT’s Head of Research & 
Monitoring Bhuchung K. Tsering then 
spoke about the institutionalization 
of Tibet support in the US, tragedy in 
Tibet, and dialogue between Tibet-
ans and Chinese in the 21st century.

Finally, Tenzin Kunsal Womatsang, a 
Tibetan American youth from Virgin-
ia, read the English translation of a 
poem by Tibetan writer Dhi Lhaden, 
“Do you know the troubled tales of 
our forefathers?”

WE SEND A BIG THANK YOU 
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I C T  U P D A T E S

HOUSE PASSES  
RESOLVE TIBET ACT
On February 15, the US House of 
Representatives passed a bipartisan 
bill that will strengthen US efforts 
to push the Chinese government 
to resolve the longstanding Tibet-
China dispute through dialogue with 
Tibetan leaders.

Known as the Resolve Tibet Act, the 
bill aims to pressure the Chinese 
government to resume negotiations 
with His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s 
envoys or the democratically elect-
ed leaders of the Tibetan people, 
which have been stalled since 2010.

Introduced by Reps. Jim McGovern 

TWOFOLD INCREASE IN 
STATES RAISING TIBET  
AT UN CHINA REVIEW
An unprecedented number of UN 
member states raised China’s op-
pression in Tibet as a critical issue 
during the Chinese government’s 
Universal Periodic Review at the UN 
Human Rights Council in late Janu-
ary 2024 in Geneva. The Council 
uses the Universal Periodic Review 
as a means to assess the human 
rights record of every UN member 
state every 4-5 years.

Twenty states took to the floor to 
challenge China’s human rights 
record in Tibet and to offer recom-
mendations. That number is more 

ICT TOOK PART IN  
THE 9TH INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF TIBET 
SUPPORT GROUPS IN 
BRUSSELS AMONG  
MORE THAN 170 MEMBERS 
FROM 42 COUNTRIES.

(D-MA) and Michael McCaul (R-TX), 
the bill dismisses as inaccurate the 
Chinese claim that Tibet has been 
part of China since ancient times and 
empowers the State Department to 
actively counter China’s disinforma-
tion about Tibetan history, people 
and institutions.

Following this vote, focus shifted to 
passing the Senate version of the 
legislation, introduced by Sens. Jeff 
Merkley (D-OR) and Todd Young (R-
IN). And as we go to print, the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee has just 
unanimously approved the bill, en-
abling it to move to the Senate floor 
for a full vote.

In recent years, the US government 
has dramatically increased its sup-

port for Tibet, with Congress passing 
the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act 
of 2018 and the Tibetan Policy and 
Support Act of 2020.

House approval of the Resolve Tibet 
Act came as Tibetans prepared to 
mark 65 years since China forced 
the Dalai Lama to flee into exile and 
seized full control of Tibet. After 65 
years of Chinese occupation, Tibet 
now ranks among the least-free 
countries on Earth alongside South 
Sudan and Syria, according to the 
watchdog group Freedom House.

YOUR IMPACT:  ICT thanks our 
members for urging their elected 
representatives to approve this bill 
in the House. This legislation has 
progressed with your support!

than twice the nine states that 
raised Tibet during China’s last Uni-
versal Periodic Review in 2018. The 
increase also reflects the rise in so-
called Advanced Questions, which 
doubled compared to 2018. Member 
states also made 24 recommenda-
tions on Tibet, up from 11 in 2018.

They highlighted in particular the 
boarding schools that have sepa-
rated over 1 million Tibetan children 
from their families, language, reli-
gion and culture. Arbitrary deten-

tions and lack of access to Tibet 
were also topics of concern.

ICT Germany Executive Director Kai 
Mueller and ICT’s Bhuchung Tser-
ing, Head, Research & Monitoring 
Unit were in Geneva to monitor the 
review and to help organize a side 
event spotlighting China’s human 
rights abuses against Tibetans.

YOUR IMPACT: Thank you to ICT 
members who responded to our 
petition to UN member states, urging 
them to raise the Tibet issue at the 
China Review. Your voices made a 
real difference!

A Tibet Talk on China’s Universal 
Periodic Review is available at 
savetibet.org/live.
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A R T S  &  C U LT U R E

February 10-12 brought the joyful 
celebration of Losar and the start 
of the year of the Wood Dragon 
2151 in the Tibetan lunar calendar. 
The dragon is a symbol of strength, 
wisdom and good fortune that sig-
nals a year of power, ambition, and 
creativity. During this time of year, 
Tibetans around the world set up 
altars, hang prayer flags, and wear 
new clothing. They spend time with 
family, make offerings, and prepare 
and eat delicious foods.

To welcome the new year, the Dalai 
Lama shared a video message for 
Tibetans inside Tibet and in exile, 
while the Tibetan sikyong (presi-
dent) and other political leaders 
offered Losar greetings, too.

In the United States, the State De-
partment hosted a Losar celebration 
on Feb. 13 for Tibetan Americans 
and US officials. The event featured 
a video greeting from Secretary of 
State Antony J. Blinken, remarks 
by Under Secretary Uzra Zeya and 
Deputy Secretary Richard R. Verma, 
participation by Deputy Secretary 
of State Kurt M. Campbell, perfor-
mances by Tibetan musicians and 
dancers, and a speech by the Dalai 
Lama’s Representative to North 
America Namgyal Choedup. ICT’s 
President Tencho Gyatso was hon-
ored to help emcee the event.

As the celebration was taking place 
at the State Department, on Capitol 

Hill, members of Congress were 
speaking on the House floor in 
support of the Promoting a Resolu-
tion to the Tibet-China Dispute Act, 
which was approved in the House 
on February 15!

At our DC office, the ICT team set up a 
Losar altar including traditional foods, 
candies, fruits, breads, barley, rice, 
khatas, candles, flags, and more.

Losar was also celebrated in the halls 
of UK Parliament this year for the first 
time ever, with nearly 80 parliamen-
tarians and supporters attending.

CELEBRATING LOSAR, 
TIBETAN NEW YEAR 

ICT held a screening of the film Amala on April 11 in Washington, DC. 
Amala tells the story of the Dalai Lama’s younger sister Jetsun Pema, her 
struggles, loss, and success that earned her the epithet Amala or “mother.” 
Using rare footage from her historic visit to Tibet in 1980, the film also gives 
insight into the state of education inside Tibet. After her sister died, Jetsun 
Pema took charge of the Nursery for Tibetan Refugee Children in a small 
town in northern India. Under her leadership, the nursery transformed into 
one of the most successful Tibetan refugee schools – the Tibetan Children’s 
Village School. 

The film was followed by a discussion with Jetsun Pema, who is the mother 
of ICT President Tencho Gyatso. 

AMALA
The life and struggle of the Dalai Lama’s sister
A film by Geleck Passang

FILM SCREENING
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Tibetan activist Lhadon Tethong 
received a US State Department 
International Religious Freedom 
Award as part of the Department’s 
25th anniversary celebration of the 
International Religious Freedom Act, 
which President Bill Clinton signed 
into law in 1998. The act elevated 
the role of religious freedom in US 
foreign policy.

At the award ceremony on January 
18, Richard Verma, deputy secre-
tary of state for management and 
resources, hailed Lhadon for “us[ing] 
technology to support Tibetans and 
others facing Chinese repression.”

Lhadon, who was one of several to 
receive the awards, is the co-founder 

In December 2023, the European 
Parliament adopted a resolution de-
nouncing the “abduction and forced 
assimilation of Tibetan children” by 
the Chinese government via state-
run boarding schools, which nearly 
a million Tibetan students attend. 
The resolution claims Chinese au-
thorities are using state-run board-
ing schools in Tibet to “eliminate 
the distinct linguistic, cultural, and 
religious traditions among Tibetans 
and other minorities.”

A UN report in 2023 detailed how 
boarding school students are often 
kidnapped from their homes and 
forced to assimilate into the major-
ity Han culture via the curriculum at 
school. Discussions of Tibetan cul-

During the 24th EU-China Summit in 
early December 2023, EU leaders 
again voiced concerns about human 
rights violations, including in Tibet. 

In a joint press conference of the Eu-
ropean Union leaders that followed, 
President Charles Michel said, “For 
the European Union, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms are uni-
versal and we will never turn a blind 
eye to human rights cases. Today 
we welcome China’s resumption of 
the human rights dialogue. It’s a step 
in the right direction and today we 
continued this conversation at the 
highest level. We also highlighted 
cases of specific concern, such as 
the human rights violations in Tibet.” 

I N S I D E  T I B E T

TIBETAN ACTIVIST 
RECEIVES STATE 
DEPARTMENT RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM AWARD

EU PRESSES CHINA 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS AT  
EU-CHINA SUMMIT

EU PARLIAMENT URGES CHINA 
TO STOP ITS BOARDING SCHOOL 
CAMPAIGN TO ASSIMILATE 
YOUNG TIBETANS

and director of Tibet Action Institute, 
an organization that combines digital 
communication and strategic non-
violent action to advance the Tibetan 
freedom movement.

According to the State Department, 
the awards recognize individuals for 
“their courage and commitment to 
promoting and defending religious 
freedom globally.”

Staff of ICT and the Office of Tibet, 
including Representative Namgyal 

Choedup, were among those invited 
to attend the awards ceremony. 

Lhadon also recently appeared on 
ICT’s Tibet Talks podcast to discuss 
China’s boarding schools in Tibet, 
which have separated over 1 million 
Tibetan children from their families, 
language, religion, and culture. You 
can listen to her November 30, 2023 
Tibet Talk: China’s Boarding Schools 
in Tibet at savetibet.org/live.

ture, history or religion are banned, 
and classes are taught exclusively 
in Mandarin.

Salima Yenbou from the Renew Par-
ty introduced the legislation, which 
calls on Chinese officials to put an 
end to state-run boarding schools 
and allow private Tibetan schools to 
be established. 

Vincent Metten, the EU Policy Direc-
tor of the International Campaign for 
Tibet, commented on the adoption 
of the resolution by a 477-14 vote: 
“This shows the growing internation-
al attention [on] the boarding school 
system in Tibet.”

Above Photo: Olivier Adam
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R E C E N T  M E D I A

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Red meat machine or national parks 
reserve: What is China’s vision for 
Tibet’s future?

Released early this year, this new re-
port examines two large-scale policy 
initiatives—rural revitalization and 
national parks—that are resulting in 
a tightening Chinese grip on Tibet, 
which China has illegally occupied 
for 65 years.

These two policies are upending 
Tibetans’ traditional lifestyles, dis-
placing Tibetan pastoralists, and 
violating the Tibetan people’s Bud-
dhist values. At the same time, the 
manner in which these rural revital-
ization and national parks initiatives 
are being implemented is putting 
them in conflict with each other: 

FAR FROM THE ROOFTOP OF THE WORLD:  
TRAVELS AMONG TIBETAN REFUGEES ON FOUR CONTINENTS
Amy Yee (The University of North Carolina Press, 2023)

Journalist Amy Yee’s encounters with Tibetans began in 2008, when she went to Dharamsala, India 
to cover the Tibetan Uprising of 2008 – and received a hug from the Dalai Lama. In the months that 
followed, she stayed in Dharamsala and learned about Tibet directly from the cast of characters she 
met there, and she kept in touch with them as their lives and circumstances changed. This book is a 
touching portrait of those relationships and the Tibetan exile experience.

To hear directly from Amy Yee about this book, check out our recent Tibet Talk with the author 
herself (Season 3, Episode 13 at savetibet.org/pod)!

In February,  Chinese pol ice 
reportedly arrested more than 
a thousand Tibetans after mass 
protests broke out in eastern 
Tibet. The Tibetans of Derge 
(Chinese: Dege) county were 
trying to stop a hydropower dam 
project that would force residents 
of two villages to abandon their 
homes. It would also reportedly 
destroy six Tibetan Buddhist 
monasteries containing centuries-
old religious murals.

In this live Tibet Talk, ICT Re-
search Analyst Tenzin Norgay 
and President Tencho Gyatso 
answer member questions about 
the Derge dam protests. Together 
they explain what the protests 
mean, how the international com-
munity has responded, and where 
we go from here.

Tibet Talks stream on Facebook 
Live and at savetibet.org/live. 
The talk is also available as a 
podcast on iTunes, Spotify and 
Google Podcasts. Learn more at 
savetibet.org/pod.

The former is transforming Tibet 
into a massive slaughterhouse for 
industrial-sized meat production to 
meet the demands of the Chinese 
population, while the latter is seek-
ing to remake Tibet as a pristine 
wilderness for tourists.

“China now has competing master 
narratives mapping the future of ru-
ral Tibet as territories of meat pro-
duction or tourism consumption,” 
the report says. “These narratives 
contradict each other with little 
clarity as to which will prevail.”

NEW ICT REPORT: 

NATIONAL PARKS, RURAL REVITALIZATION?
A Report on the Future of Tibet’s Peopled Landscapes

This report is available to 
read in full on our website at 
savetibet.org/parks.

CONVERSATIONS 
ABOUT TIBET 
WITH ENGAGING 
LEADERS, 
THINKERS, 
ACTIVISTS AND 
ARTISTS

DERGE DAM PROTESTS

Photo: John Birchak
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I C T  N E W S

The Rowell Fund for Tibet’s Board 
of Advisors has awarded $24,775 in 
grants to support seven distinctive 
projects on a range of critical themes, 
including literature and journalism, 
women’s empowerment programs, 
and cultural preservation through 
mediums such as film, architecture, 
and visual arts.

This year marks 20 years of the 
Rowell Fund, which is managed by 
ICT and was established in memory 
of lifelong Tibet supporters Galen 
and Barbara Rowell, who tragically 
passed in a plane crash in 2002. 
Since 2004, the fund has granted 
over $700,000 to support projects 
both inside and outside of Tibet.

“In the last two decades, the Rowell 
Fund Board of Advisors has helped 
raise or donate about half a million 
dollars, with ICT contributing the rest,” 
said John Ackerly, member of the 
board of advisors of the Rowell Fund 
for Tibet. “This targeted investment 
in young Tibetan leaders has been a 
hallmark of the Rowell Fund, and we 
are pleased that this year, five of the 
seven recipients are women.”

This year’s recipients include a le-
gal empowerment and education 
program for Tibetan women in India; 
a written piece exploring Tibetans’ 
hopes and anxieties around the re-
incarnation of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama; a film called “Dharamsala” that 

explores identity and community in 
transition; a Tibetan women’s health 
project advancing gynecologic care; a 
project documenting Tibetan vernacu-
lar architecture and construction meth-
ods; a comparative analysis of works 
by women writers in Tibet and in exile; 
and a project showcasing the works of 
twenty Tibetan artists in various artis-
tic mediums. As we went to press we 
learned that founding member of the 
Board of Advisors of the Rowell Fund 
for Tibet David Breashears passed 
away. To read more about his con-
tributions to the Tibetan people and 
the environment, read “Remembering 
David Breashears” on our website at  
savetibet.org. David will be greatly 
missed.

Is Tibetan Democracy  
in Exile Failing? 

By Bhuchung K. Tsering

On December 21, 2023, just four days 
before its rescheduled session was to 
begin, the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile 
announced that it was being postponed 
again to March, this time due to lack 
of a quorum. The initial postponement 
was made on Sept. 28, 2023, when 
the Tibetan parliamentary secretariat 
issued a terse notice saying, “The re-
maining business of the 6th session of 
the 17th Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile has 
been postponed due to the absence of 
the requisite quorum needed for the 
session to constitute.” This brought an 
uncertain close to the latest develop-
ment in Tibetan diaspora politics … it 
left some observers wondering wheth-
er Tibetan democracy in exile is failing.

WELCOMING TSEJIN KHANDO,  
OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT OFFICER
In December 2023, we welcomed a new staff member to 
the ICT team at our headquarters in Washington, DC. Tse-
jin Khando, a Tibetan American from New York City, serves 
as Outreach and Engagement Officer for the organization 
and will play an active role in serving our members.

Tsejin previously worked with Tibet organizations including Filming for Tibet, 
smartvote Tibet/Project Democracy, and Yakpo Collective, a Tibetan contem-
porary art collective. In her free time, she enjoys playing the mandolin. 

Tsejin is eager to make a difference in her new role at ICT. She says, “The 
work that ICT has done and continues to do for Tibetans inside and outside 
Tibet is phenomenal. To be able to 
work alongside and learn from my 
colleagues, many of whom have been 
working for the Tibetan cause for 
decades, and be able to contribute 
to a cause that is so close to home is 
a once in a lifetime opportunity. For 
me, it is my biggest hope that I can be 
of benefit to my community in some 
small way.” You can hear from Tsejin 
directly through our popular “Why 
Tibet Matters” series of brief videos 
about the Tibet issue on Facebook, 
Instagram, and X!

Welcome Tsejin, we are so glad to 
have you on board!

ICT BLOG: weblog.savetibet.org

ROWELL FUND FOR TIBET ANNOUNCES 2024 AWARDS
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P L E A S E  C L I P  H E R E  &  M A I L  Y O U R  P E T I T I O N  I N  T H E  E N C L O S E D  E N V E L O P E .

TO: MY US SENATORS
FROM: A CONCERNED CITIZEN
Dear Senators,

As your constituent and a voter, I encourage you to support passage of the Resolve Tibet Act, S.138, the 
companion bill to H.R.533, which the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved with overwhelming 
support in a vote on April 16. This legislation takes a stand against China’s human rights crimes in Tibet 
and denial of the Tibetan people’s right to self-determination. 

The need for your action is underscored by more than 75% of Tibetan schoolchildren being separated 
from their families and placed in state-run boarding schools that teach predominantly in Mandarin and 
undermine Tibetan culture and language.

The Resolve Tibet Act will make it official policy that the US government recognizes Tibetan people, 
history, and institutions and that the Tibet-China conflict is unresolved. This bill strikes at the heart 
of the Chinese Communist Party’s lies about Tibet and elevates the US government’s support for the 
people of Tibet. 

Please  vote for the Resolve Tibet Act and make clear that you will never abandon Tibetans.

Thank you,

Signature ________________________________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________ State _________ Zip Code ______________ 
savetibet.org

CALLING ALL MEMBERS:  
URGE YOUR SENATORS TO SUPPORT THE RESOLVE TIBET ACT

The Promoting a Resolution to the Tibet-China 
Dispute Act (known as the Resolve Tibet Act) is 
a crucial piece of bipartisan legislation that will 
strengthen US efforts to push the Chinese govern-
ment to resolve the longstanding Tibet-China con-
flict through dialogue. 

The bill will pressure the Chinese government to 
resume negotiations–which have been stalled since 
2010–with the Dalai Lama’s envoys or the democrat-
ically elected Tibetan government in exile.

It also officially recognizes the inaccuracy of the Chi-
nese claim that Tibet has been part of China since 
ancient times and empowers the State Department 
to actively counter China’s disinformation campaign 
about Tibetan history, people, and institutions.

On February 15, the Resolve Tibet Act, which 
was introduced by Reps. Jim McGovern (D-
MA) and Michael McCaul (R-TX), passed in the 
House. On April 16, the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee unanimously approved the bill, 
clearing the way for a full Senate vote. Now our 
advocacy focus is on passing the Senate version 
of the legislation, introduced by Sens. Jeff 
Merkley (D-OR) and Todd Young (R-IN). 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO CALL ON SENATORS TO 
SUPPORT THIS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT BILL! 
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Stay Informed, Stay Connected
Via our websites and social media, keep informed  
about the Tibet movement and the work of ICT. Like  
us, follow us, share us and help us spread the word.

Share us with your contacts and join in the Tibet 
conversation. The more people who care about 
Tibet, the bigger the impact we can have!

Visit us at savetibet.org or in  
Chinese at liaowangxizang.net

Join the online conversation at  
weblog.savetibet.org

Like us on Facebook 
International Campaign for Tibet

((ADDRESSEE 1))
((ADDRESSEE 2))
((ADDRESS1))
((ADDRESS2))
((CITY, STATE ZIP))

1825 Jefferson Place, NW 
Washington, DC 20036
savetibet.org

Follow us on Instagram  
@SaveTibetOrg

Follow us on Twitter
@SaveTibetOrg (ENGLISH)

@SaveTibet_Tibet (TIBETAN)

@LiaoWangXiZang (CHINESE)

Invest in the future of the Tibetan 
people through your estate plans.

Contact Jackie Hernandez at 
202.580.6763 or scan here  
to learn more.

J O I N  T H E

An ICT delegation traveled to Dharamsala recently and were honored to meet with 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama at his residence in exile. Pictured in the foreground 
are Lesley Rich, Chief Administrative Officer, and Tencho Gyatso, President.


